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GENEALOGY. 311 

(b) Judith, married Jarratt Patterson, of Rockingham county, N. C. 

(c) William. 

(d) Jacob, of Stokes county, N. C. 

(e) Delphia, married Boulware. 

(f) Elizabeth, married Robert Joyce. 
lg) married David Powers. 

(h) married Henry Pitts. 

(to be continued) 



FOUR SUCCESSIVE JOHN MINORS. 

By Charles M. Blackford, Lynchburg, Va. 

(continued) 

In 1812 on the breaking out of the war with England Mr. Minor was 
made a General in the Virginia line and did such service as was assigned 
to his corps, being stationed in and around Norfolk, Virginia. On the close 
of the war he returned to the bar where his practice was very extensive 
for he was retained in most of the important cases in all the counties 
within the range of Fredericksburg. 

On one occasion while he was trying a famous case before a jury at 
Culpeper Courthouse, a very handsome and'intelligent boy was examined 
as a witness. His evidence was so clear and so well told, that it greatly 
attracted Mr. Minor's attention. That night he sent for the boy to his 
room at the hotel and ascertaining that he was an orphan, offered to 
take him to Fredericksburg into his home and office that he might pre- 
pare himself for the bar. This offer the boy accepted and went down 
with him in his gig to Fredericksburg. Mr. Minor's house became the 
boy's home and his office his study, and in a few years he was admitted 
to the bar and soon took rank at its front. This boy was the Benjamin 
Botts who was selected from the galaxy of Virginian lawyers of that 
day as one of the counsel for Aaron Burr when tried in Richmond for 
high treason. Mr. Botts was much devoted to General Minor and John 
Minor Botts, his oldest son, was named for him. 

On one occasion when Mr. Wm. Wirt was a very young lawyer he was 
struggling with an adverse bench in the County Court of Culpeper when 
General Minor, as amicus curiae came to his aid and, when the contest 
was successfully over, predicted for the young man a brilliant career. 
After the General's death Mr. Wirt wrote of him, after narrating this 
incident: 

"There was never a more finished and engaging gentleman nor one 
of a more warm, honest, and affectionate heart. He was as brave a 
man and as true a patriot as ever lived. He was a most excellent lawyer 
with a most persuasive flow of eloquence, simple, natural, graceful and 
most affecting when there was room for pathos; and his pathos was not 
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artificial rhetoric; it was of that true sort which flows from a feeling 
heart and a noble mind. He was my firm and constant friend from that 
day through a long life; and took occasion several times in after years 
to remind me of his prophecy, and to insist on my obligation to sustain 
his prophetic reputation." 

(See Life of Wm. Wirt prefixed to Letters of British Spy). 
(to be continued) 



Historical and Genealogical Notes and Queries. 



An Abridgment of the Laws of Virginia. — Compiled in 1694. 
Printed from the original manuscript in the collection of the Virginia 
Historical Society. 80 pp., paper. 

An addition of 300 copies of this, the first abridgment of the Laws of 
Virginia, has been reprinted from the Virginia Magazine of History and 
Biography, and will be ready early in January. Price, $ 1.00. 



Genealogy of the Descendants of John Walker of Wigton. 
(Communication from the Author.) 

I would like to call the attention of the readers of this Magazine to a 
mistake which I find in their review of my book, Genealogy of the De- 
scendants of fohn Walker of Wigton, Scotland. If you will notice we 
do not claim descent from Rev. Samuel Rutherford, but we do claim 
relationship to this worthy divine, and have many proofs of same. On 
page 489 of his History of Virginia Henry Howe says that James Moore 
(whose mother was Jane Walker, daughter of John of Wigton) was a 
lineal descendant of Rev. Samuel Rutherford; failing to find proof of 
this assertion I only say in my book that he was nearly related to our 
ancestor, John Rutherford. My authority for this was found in a MS. 
left by Rev. William McPheeters of North Carolina, and his authority 
was Joseph G. Walker, son of the emigrant, John. Rev. John S. Grasty 
in his memoir of Rev. S. B. McPheeters gives Rev. Joseph Alleine as the 
father of the wife of John Rutherford, whose daughter married John 
Walker of Wigton. He also says, on page 17 of his memoir, " thisjohn 
Rutherford, the g. g. grandfather of Rev. Wm. McPheeters, was either 
the nephew or full first cousin of that distinguished divine, Rev. Samuel 
Rutherford of Scotland." 

In addition to the above there are several old records preserved in the 
family, one of which was compiled by Judge P. H. Walker, Judge of the 
Supreme Court of Illinois for over thirty years. In all of these records 
reference is made to our descent from Rev. Joseph Alleine and relation- 



